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                                      JEANNINE

                            Can you ever break the ball?

                                      CONRAD

                            Can't break the ball, can't break

                            the floor, can't break anything in

                            a bowling alley. And that's what I

                            like about bowling alleys. Can't

                            even break the record.

                                         CONRAD (cont'd)

                            Anyway...

                                         JEANNINE

                            Hmm? What?

                                      CONRAD

                            Just "anyway", it's a conversation

                            starter.

                                         JEANNINE

                            Catchy!

                                      CONRAD

                            You like it?

                                         JEANNINE

                            Mmm, mmm.

                                      CONRAD

                            I thought it'd get to you. I've

                            been working on it all day.

                                      JEANNINE

                            Do you think people are punished

                            for the things they do?

                                      CONRAD

                            You mean by God?

                                      JEANNINE

                            Yeah.

                                      CONRAD

                            Mmm, I don't believe in God.

                                      JEANNINE

                            Not at all?

                                       CONRAD

                            No. Well, it's not a question of

                            degree. Either you do or you don't.

                                      JEANNINE

                            I believe in God.

                                      CONRAD

                            So you're afraid he'll punish you

                            for something you did?

                                      JEANNINE

                            I've done a lot of things I'm

                            ashamed of.

                                      CONRAD

                            Yeah? So have I.

               She looks up at him, then at his wrists.

                                      JEANNINE

                            Did it hurt?

                                      CONRAD

                            No, I dunno, I don't remember

                            really.

                                      JEANNINE

                            You don't want to talk about it?

                                      CONRAD

                            Ah, I don't know... I've never

                            really talked about it.

                            To doctors, but not to anyone else.

                            You're the first who's asked.

                                      JEANNINE

                            Why did you do it?

                                      CONRAD

                            Uh... I don't know. It was like...

                            falling into a hole.

                            It was like falling into a hole,

                            and it keeps getting bigger and

                            bigger, .and you can't get out,

                            and then, .all of a sudden, it's

                            inside...and you're the hole, and

                            you're trapped, and it's all

                            over. Something like that. And

                            it's not really scary, except it

                            is when you think back on it.

                            'Cause you know what you were

                            feeling stange and new...

  STUDENTS walk in diner singing and horsing around
                                      JEANNINE

                            Energetic. Those guys.

                                      CONRAD

                                (not believing)

                            Yeah, they are really funny.

                                       JEANNINE

                            No...

                                      CONRAD

                            What? You thought they were funny?

                                       JEANNINE

                            No. I..

               Silence

                                      JEANNINE (cont'd)

                            I'm sorry, I...

                                        CONRAD

                            What for?

                                        JEANNINE

                            Anyway …  Do you want to talk?

                                      CONRAD

                            About what?

                                      JEANNINE

                            Are you okay?

                                      CONRAD

                            Yeah. Yeah, I'm fine. Uh... I'll

                            give you a call.

                                      JEANNINE

                            Will you? I want you to.

                                        CONRAD

                            Sure.

                                       JEANNINE

                            Well...   Guess I'll see you in

                            choir.

                                      CONRAD

                            Okay. Yeah. Thanks.

                                        JEANNINE

                            Okay.




CONRAD

                            I mean. Good night. Good night.

                                      JEANNINE

                            Good night.
